DHS Responses to Public Comments Regarding Rule 305 - To Amend
the Community Services Block Grant Rule

Jacob Bright

Crowley’s Ridge Development Council, Inc.

Comment: | respectfully propose that Arkansas DHS amends its CSBG income-eligibility threshold from
125% of the Federal Poverty Line (FPL) to 200% of FPL. At the current 125% level, many working low-
income families lose CSBG eligibility as soon as they earn modest wages, often still well below a living
wage in Arkansas. Raising the eligibility cap to 200% FPL would better align CSBG support with families’
actual cost-of-living needs and help prevent “benefits cliffs” that discourage work or force families to
choose between earning enough to qualify and retaining essential supports.

Rationale for 200% FPL

1. Bridging the Benefits Cliff
Many working families gain only a few dollars of net income by moving from part-time or low-wage
jobs to fuller employment, yet lose eligibility for transportation, childcare, and other CSBG-funded
supports. A 200% FPL cap would smooth this transition.

2. Aligning with Peer States
Several states use 175-200% FPL for comparable anti-poverty programs (e.g., WIC, early-childhood
services), recognizing that 125% FPL no longer reflects today’s living costs.

3. Improving Self-Sufficiency Outcomes
By extending benefits to families earning up to $62,400/year (200% FPL for a family of four), DHS
can better support job training, asset-building, and other services that lead to long-term self-
sufficiency rather than short-term crisis intervention.

Thank you for considering this amendment. Adjusting the CSBG eligibility threshold to 200% FPL will
keep Arkansas families connected to critical support as they work toward economic stability.

Response: The current legislation does not allow the 200% federal poverty level authorization past
September 30, 2025. However, we have updated the policy to allow the percentage set by the United
States Congress.



