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OFFICIAL NOTICE

TO:
Health Care Providers – All Providers
DATE:
December 22, 2021
SUBJECT:
COVID UPDATE: Updated Laboratory Diagnostic Testing for COVID-19
I.
General Information
This Official Notice is an update to Official Notice ON-017-21 regarding COVID-19 Laboratory Diagnostic Testing.  See also prior updates in this notice dated July 20, 2020, and June 19, 2020, for the current approved diagnosis codes for COVID-19 laboratory tests.
Beginning October 6, 2020, providers may use the following additional laboratory testing procedure codes on authorized and payable claims for COVID-19 laboratory tests.  These laboratory testing procedure codes supplement the previously-authorized laboratory testing procedure codes.  

	Procedure

Code
	Description
	Rate*

	0240U
	Infectious disease (viral respiratory tract infection), pathogen-specific RNA, 3 targets (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2[SARS-CoV-2], influenza A, influenza B), upper respiratory specimen, each pathogen reported as detected or not detected
	$142.63

	0241U
	Infectious disease (viral respiratory tract infection), pathogen-specific RNA, 4 targets (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 [SARS-CoV-2], influenza A, influenza B, respiratory syncytial virus [RSV]), upper respiratory specimen, each pathogen reported as detected or not detected
	$142.63


*NOTE: Rates are subject to change.

II.
Previously-Approved Laboratory Testing Procedure Codes

	Code
	Short Description
	Rate*

	87426
	Coronavirus AG IA

Infectious agent antigen detection by immunoassay technique, (eg, enzyme immunoassay [EIA], enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay [ELISA], immunochemiluminometric assay [IMCA]) qualitative or semiquantitative, multiple-step method; severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (eg, SARS-CoV, SARS-CoV-2 [COVID-19])
	$45.23

	U0003
	Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA); severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV- 2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19]), amplified probe technique, making use of high throughput technologies
	$100.00

	U0004
	2019-nCoV Coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2/2019-nCoV (COVID-19), any technique, multiple types or subtypes (includes all targets), non-CDC, making use of high throughput technologies
	$100.00

	U0001
	CDC developed 2019 Novel Coronavirus Real Time RT-PCR Diagnostic Test Panel
	$35.92

	U0002
	Non-CDC developed 2019-nCoV Coronavirus, SARS-CoV- 2/2019-nCoV (COVID-19)
	$51.33


*NOTE: Rates are subject to change.

II.
Billing Guidelines and Payment of Claims

· The procedure codes for COVID-19 laboratory tests are appropriate to be billed when at least one (1) of the symptoms is present and documented on the claim with the proper corresponding diagnosis code.  

· Claims for COVID-19 laboratory tests must include the correct diagnosis code(s).

· Providers must file claims for COVID-19 laboratory testing based on the diagnosis codes included in this Official Notice within three-hundred and sixty-five (365) days from the DOS (Date of Service).

III.
Record Keeping

· All providers should maintain accurate records as required by Medicaid billing rules, including documentation regarding the clinical basis for administration of a COVID-19 laboratory test.  

To ensure quality and consistency of care to Medicaid beneficiaries, DMS (the Division of Medical Services) will coordinate with the Office of the Medicaid Inspector General (OMIG) to conduct retrospective reviews and audits of all services provided during this time.
If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact the Provider Assistance Center at 
(800) 457-4454 toll-free or locally at (501) 376-2211.
If you need this material in an alternative format, such as large print, please contact the Office of Rules Promulgation at (501) 396-6428.
Arkansas Medicaid provider manuals (including update transmittals), official notices, notices of rule making, and remittance advice (RA) messages are available for download from the Division of Medical Services website.
Thank you for your participation in the Arkansas Medicaid Program.


   /s/ Elizabeth Pitman per David Jones


Elizabeth Pitman

Director
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