
D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  3 0  d a y s  t h a t  a
c h i l d  i s  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e
D i v i s i o n  o f  C h i l d r e n  a n d  F a m i l y
S e r v i c e s  ( D C F S ) ,  t h e  a g e n c y
w o r k s  h a r d  t o  f i n d  a n d  p r o v i d e
n o t i c e  t o  a l l  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  a u n t s ,
u n c l e s ,  a n d  s i b l i n g s  a g e s  2 1  a n d
o v e r  w h o  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c h i l d
b y  b l o o d ,  a d o p t i o n ,  o r  m a r r i a g e .   

AM I NOTIFIED WHEN MY
RELATIVE IS PLACED IN

FOSTER CARE? 

A  R e l a t i v e ' s  G u i d e  t o  t h e  A r k a n s a s  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  S y s t e m

A DCFS worker will notify
identified relatives via a

mailed letter that explains
the child has been

removed from the parent.
The letter also will give

you the steps to become a
provisional foster home or
regular foster home for the

child, as well as other
options to remain in the

child's l ife.

L E T T E R C A L L V I S I T

If you do not receive a
letter but find out the child
is in foster care, then you
should call the DHS office
in the county the child was
living in. You will need to

provide ID and explain how
you are related to the child.
Background checks will be

run to confirm the
relationship.

You also have the option of
visiting the DHS office in
the county the child was

living in. The same
information will be needed,
and the same steps will be

taken to confirm your
relationship to the child.
The worker also will ask

the child if it is OK for you
to be involved, if the child

is old enough to ask.

HOW CAN I LEARN MY
RELATIVE IS IN FOSTER CARE?

D C F S  a l s o  w i l l  m a i l  a  n o t i c e  t o
a n y  o t h e r  a d u l t  r e l a t i v e s  n a m e d
b y  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d  o r  t h e
c h i l d .  D C F S  a l s o  m a y  n o t i f y
“ f i c t i v e  k i n . ”  F i c t i v e  k i n  a r e
p e o p l e  w h o  k n o w  t h e  c h i l d  w e l l
a n d  h a v e  a  p o s i t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e
c h i l d ’ s  l i f e ,  l i k e  a  c o a c h ,
n e i g h b o r ,  o r  c l o s e  f a m i l y  f r i e n d .  
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