MINUTES OF MEETING
BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SERVICES
October 17, 2025

The called meeting of the Board of Developmental Disabilities Services (DDS) was held via Zoom
October 17, 2025. The meeting was convened at 11:40 a.m. pursuant to the call of the Board Chair.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Suzann McCommon, David Rosegrant, Randy Laverty, Linda Patterson,
and Michelle Loe.

STAFF PRESENT: Medicaid Specialty Populations Director Melissa Weatherton, DDS Director
Jennifer Brezée, DDS Deputy Director Thomas Tarpley, Jeff Gonyea, Sarah Murphy, Kerry
Gambill, Diane Keith, Avis Lane. Tammy Benbrook, Amanda Cox, Victor Eackles, Kathleen
Hoskins, Tanyaka Conway, Ronald Baker, Raven Fuller. Dana Harvey, Lena Bethell, Gretchen
Baggett. Jennifer Berry, and Jerry Hodge.

OTHERS PRESENT: Deborah Rainwater, Kimberly Dodd, Terry Johnson, Katrina Robertson,
and MacKenzie Bell of Disability Rights Arkansas.

Ms. McCommon called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. She advised
that an incident occurred, the investigation was complete, and Board would go into executive
session to discuss personnel issues.

The Board went into executive session at 11:47 and returned to regular session at 12:45. Mr.
Laverty advised the Board had been briefed on an incident involving the death of a resident at the
Warren facility. Mr. Laverty made a motion for the Board to support ongoing actions being
pursued by the Department of Human Services. Mr. Rosegrant seconded the motion which passed

unanimously.

With no further business, Ms. McCommon called for a motion for the meeting to be adjourned.
Mr. Rosegrant made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Ms. Patterson seconded the motion.
which passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 12:49 p.m.
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Chair, Board of DDS







