MINUTES OF MEETING
BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SERVICES
May 7, 2025

The regular meeting of the Board of Developmental Disabilities Services (DDS) was held May 7,
2025 at Conway Human Development Center. The meeting convened at 10:30 a.m. pursuant to

the call of the Board Chair.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Suzann McCommon, Randy Laverty, David Rosegrant, and Linda
Patterson with Michelle Loe in attendance via Zoom.

STAFF PRESENT: Medicaid Specialty Populations Director Melissa Weatherton, DDS Director
Jennifer Brezée, DDS Deputy Director Thomas Tarpley, Jeff Gonyea, Sarah Murphy, Kerry
Gambill, Diane Keith, Mark Wargo, Tammy Benbrook, Avis Lane, Amanda Cox, Kathleen

Hoskins, Tina Mankey, and Emily McCarron.

OTHERS PRESENT: Deborah Rainwater, MacKenzie Bell of Disability Rights Arkansas,
Kimberly Dodd, Julia Frost, and Attorney General Representative Aaron Lowery.

Ms. McCommon called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.

Ms. McCommon called for a motion to approve the minutes from the February 5. 2025, regular
meeting of the DDS Board. Mr. Rosegrant made a motion that the minutes be approved. Mr.
Laverty seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Ms. McCommon introduced Attorney General Representative Aaron Lowery and thanked him for
attending.

The Superintendents of the human development centers shared items of interest regarding campus
activities, hiring efforts, and construction updates.

Jonesboro HDC Superintendent Diane Keith highlighted the International Fun Day in April,
activities surrounding the recognition of Autism Awareness Month, staff appreciation events, and
JHDC’s scheduled health fair for clients and staff. The annual Easter egg hunt was enjoyed by
clients and staff. The Ecoworks greenhouse is conducting a plant sale.

Booneville HDC Superintendent Jeff Gonyea advised clients participated in Special Olympics in
Mena. They will also compete in the state games later this month in Searcy. He also emphasized
that this year’s Easter egg hunt included prizes for both clients and staff. The annual BHDC fishing
derby is scheduled for May 9. Arkansas Game and Fish will stock the lake with over 600 fish.

Superintendent Mark Wargo advised clients and staff attended the Governor’s event at the Capitol
during Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month along with DHS Central Office events.
Several clients qualified in track and field and will participate in the state Special Olympics.



S5

Arkadelphia HDC parent and Secretary for Families and Friends of Care Facility Residents,
Kimberly Dodd, shared information regarding an incident involving her son and applauded AHDC
staff for the professional and caring way they handled it. Mr. Rosegrant shared information
regarding the quality of care his brother received at CHDC while Mr. Laverty noted the increase
in resources available for clients since CHDC opened in 1959. Ms. Patterson echoed their
sentiments and commended HDC staff for the amazing job they do. Ms. Dodd announced that
FFCFR would provide lunch following Board meetings. She also advised that she and another
parent would travel to DC to address delegates and she would be taking items hand crafted by the

clients as gifts.

With no further business, Ms. McCommon called for a motion for the meeting to be adjourned.
Mr. Rose t made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Ms. Patterson seconded e motion

which passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 a.m.
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