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Sponsors Needed for Arkansas 2014 Summer Food Program

The Arkansas Department of Human Services (DHS) is seeking schools, nonprofit organizations, and
government agencies that are willing to provide children with nutritious meals and snacks during the
summer as part of the agency’s Summer Food Service Program. The program is operated by the DHS
Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education. It will begin accepting applications February
24.

This 100 percent federally-funded program was created to ensure low-income children who receive
free or reduced lunches during the school year don’t go hungry when school is not in session.
Organizations that qualify as program sponsors will receive reimbursement for meals and snacks that
are served to children.

“We need sponsors in every county in the state so that all children in Arkansas who are at risk of
hunger have a place to go for a meal,” said Buster Lackey, program administrator. “Organizations that
are interested but nervous about joining this effort should know that DHS will be there to support
sponsors every step of the way. We provide training and are always available to answer any questions
they may have.”

Last year, the Summer Food Service Program provided 3.7 million meals to children across the state,
Lackey said.

Organizations eligible to serve as program sponsors include public or nonprofit private school food
authorities; public or nonprofit private residential summer camp; local, municipal, county, or State
governments; public or private nonprofit colleges or universities which are currently participating in
the National Youth Sports Program; and private nonprofit organizations.

The Summer Food Service Program operates in areas in Arkansas where at least 50% of children are
eligible for free or reduced price meals under the National School Lunch Program, or at specific
service sites where at least 50% of the enrolled children are eligible for free or reduced price meals.
Children 18 years of age and under, and persons over 18 years of age who are determined by a State
educational agency or a local public educational agency of a State to be mentally or physically
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handicapped and who participate in a public or nonprofit private school program established for the
mentally or physically handicapped may participate.

Sponsors are needed to oversee the production and distribution of the food at sites like schools,
play grounds and churches. All sponsors receive training on how to plan, operate and monitor a
successful food service program. Sponsors submit claims and may be reimbursed weekly.

Sites may serve up to two meals per day and may choose from breakfast, lunch, a snack or supper.
Each meal served must meet the Summer Food Service Program meal pattern.

DHS will accept applications for sponsors through April 15, 2014. Please contact the Health and
Nutrition office for more information or assistance at 501-682-8869 or 1-800-482-5850 ext. 28869.

Information about the Summer Food Service program and a sponsor application form may be found at
this link:
https://dhs.arkansas.gov/DCCECE/SNP/SummerinfoM.aspx.

Meals are available to all children regardless of age, color, sex, race, national origin, or disability.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and
applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender,
identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental
status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance
program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or
funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment
activities).

If you wish to file Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form.
Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410,
by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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