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	Arkansas Department of Human Services
Division of Medical Services
Office of Long Term Care     Mail Slot S409

P.O. Box 8059

Little Rock, Arkansas  72203-8059

Telephone (501) 682-8487   TDD (501) 682-6789   Fax (501) 682-8551

Web Site: http://www.medicaid.state.ar.us/general/units/oltc


MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2003-30

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assisted Living Facilities;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
September 4, 2003

RE:
Advisory Memo – Dissemination of Revisions Effective August 15, 2003 to RAI 2.0 Manual Published December 31, 2002; Protecting the Privacy of MDS Data; Use of the Medicare Prospective Payment System Assessment Form (MPAF)

________________________________________________________________________

1.  Revisions to the RAI Manual

The December 2002 Long Term Care (LTC) Resident Assessment Instrument (RAI) User's Manual for the Minimum Data Set (MDS) Version 2.0 has been updated effective August 15, 2003.  It is located on the CMS website at:

http://cms.hhs.gov/medicaid/mds20/man-form.asp
An update file (August Update 2003 (PDF 1.4MB)) describes the changes made to each page in a table format and contains the revised pages to place directly in the manual.

Updates were made to chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, and Appendices A and C.  If you want to print a complete manual, the revisions have been made to the RAI manual chapters that are posted on the CMS website.  

Please pay close attention to the following changes that were made.  This is not an inclusive list of changes, and the publication on the CMS web address should be reviewed in its entirety.

a. Section K2b; you will continue to round the residents’ weight upward as you have always done.  Example: 126.2 pounds would be rounded to 127 pounds.  The only instructions in the RAI manual are to “round weight upward to the nearest whole pound.”  (Page 3-150 of the RAI Manual)

b. Section K3a and b; “Calculate the residents percent of weight loss or weight gain on the residents actual weight”.  Do not round the weight prior to figuring the residents’ weight loss or gain.  (Page 3-151 of the RAI Manual)    

c. Section M1; the word injury has been removed from the definition of ulcer.  This means that skin tears/shears no longer meet the definition of an ulcer, and you would no longer code skin tears/shears in section M1 unless pressure was a contributing factor.  You would code skin tears/shears in section M4 unless pressure was a contributing factor.  

d. CMS has added the word “scab” to the definition of a Stage 2 pressure ulcer.  The definition now reads:

STAGE 2.  A partial thickness loss of skin layers that presents clinically as an abrasion, blister, scab or shallow crater.  (Page 3-159 of the RAI Manual)

If you have any questions, please contact MDSQuestions@cms.hhs.gov.

2.  Protecting the Privacy of the MDS Data

MDS assessment data is personal information about nursing facility residents that facilities are required to collect and keep confidential in accordance with federal law.   This data is considered part of the resident’s medical record and is protected from improper disclosure by Medicare and Medicaid certified facilities under the conditions of participation. The release of the information from the resident’s clinical record is permissible only when required by:

a. Transfer to another healthcare institution

b. Law (both State and Federal); and/or,

c. The resident.

3. Use of the Medicare Prospective Payment System Assessment Form (MPAF)

If the resident’s payment source is Medicare and a Medicaid assessment is being combined together, it is permissible to use the MPAF form. If the resident’s payment source is Medicaid only, the RUGS III 1997 update must be used for the quarterly assessment.  

If you have any questions regarding the information contained in this memorandum, please contact Jeff Edwards at 501-683-2157.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).

CS/bcs

"The Department of Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."
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