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MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2003-16

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
May 8, 2003

RE:
Advisory Memo - Federal Adoption of the 2000 Edition of the Life Safety Code for Nursing Homes and ICFs/MR

________________________________________________________________________

The Office of Long Term Care (OLTC) has been informed by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) of the adoption of the 2000 Edition of the Life Safety Code (LSC) of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) when surveying nursing homes and ICFs/MR. The adoption of the 2000 Edition of the LSC eliminates references to all earlier editions of the LSC, such as the 1967, 1973, 1981, and 1985 editions found in current federal regulations.

Under this adoption, buildings that have plan approval and are constructed after March 11, 2003 will be considered new buildings.  Buildings currently in the Medicare or Medicaid programs will be considered existing buildings.
EFFECTIVE DATES
The federal regulation adopting the use of the 2003 Edition of the LSC was effective March 11, 2003.

The 2000 Edition of the LSC will apply immediately to all new buildings; i.e., those that have plan approval and are constructed after March 11, 2003.

Existing buildings, as defined above, have until September 11, 2003 to comply with the 2000 Edition of the LSC, with the following exceptions:

1. The regulations require providers and suppliers to replace existing roller latches with positive latching devices in both existing sprinklered and unsprinklered buildings.  This requirement must be met as of March 13, 2006.
2. Emergency lighting, where required, is to provide illumination for at least ninety (90) minute duration.  This requirement must be met as of March 13, 2006.
3. All facilities are required to transmit fire alarms off-site to an approved central station or fire department as of the effective date of the regulation.  This requirement must be met as of March 11, 2003.

OLTC has been further informed by CMS that CMS will begin surveying facilities for compliance with the 2000 Edition of the LSC on September 11, 2003.  Please note, however, that the requirements for positive latching devices, emergency lighting, and off-site transmission of fire alarms, set forth in numbers 1, 2, and 3, above, are effective immediately, and that facilities will be surveyed for compliance with these requirements effective immediately.  

CMS has stated that it will be issuing new interpretive guidelines that will assist facilities in complying with the new fire safety requirements, but has not stated the date or dates by which these new interpretive guidelines will be available, or in what format.

The Office of Long Term Care will provide facilities with additional information on this matter as the Office receives it.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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"The Department of Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."
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