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MEMORANDUM


LTC-R-2005-26

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
November 10, 2005

RE:
Regulation Memo - Notice of Regulatory Changes - Minimum Staffing and Donation of Unused Medications to Charitable Clinics

________________________________________________________________________

The Office of Long Term Care has amended the Nursing Facility regulations to reflect changes in the law as a result of Acts 162 and 1411 of 2005.  The changes for both regulations are effective December 1, 2005.

The changes to the Minimum Staffing regulations provide facilities with new options and flexibility in assigning the starting and ending times for direct care staff for the day and evening shifts to enable the creation of “feeding teams” and “bathing teams”, for example.  In addition, the changes to the regulation significantly modify the imposition of Denial of New Admissions.  The changes do not affect the numbers or ratios for direct care staff.  The amended section is Section 520.

The Donation of Unused Medications regulations are new.  Under a pilot program undertaken by the State of Arkansas, a nursing facility can donate certain unused medications to charitable clinics.  Facilities must meet the regulatory requirements issued by the Arkansas Board of Pharmacy in addition to the regulations issued by the Office of Long Term Care.  The amended section is Section 554.

The changes to the regulations have been incorporated into the full set of nursing facility regulations, which can be downloaded from the Office of Long Term Care web site at:

http://www.medicaid.state.ar.us/InternetSolution/General/units/oltc/regs/allregs.aspx

The file name of the regulations is either nfregs.doc or nfregs.pdf – both files are identical except for format.

Facilities are urged to immediately download the revised regulations and to familiarize themselves with these changes

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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