	
[image: image1.wmf]
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P.O. Box 8059

Little Rock, Arkansas  72201-4608

Telephone (501) 682-8487   TDD (501) 682-6789   Fax (501) 682-8551

Web Site: http://www.medicaid.state.ar.us/general/units/oltc


MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2004-03

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
March 2, 2004

RE:
Advisory Memo - West Nile Virus - Causes and Prevention for LTC Facilities

________________________________________________________________________

With the advent of spring and warmer weather, Arkansas is again facing the possibility of West Nile Virus infection.  While the virus generally produces flu-like symptoms, for individuals over the age of fifty (50) the chances of the more severe types of West Nile, such as West Nile encephalitis, increase dramatically.  Transmission of the virus occurs from mosquito bites.  As such, it is imperative that facilities control and abate mosquito-breeding areas in order to reduce the risk to residents.

The Arkansas Department of Health has a web page that contains information about the virus, including how to recognize infection and how to abate risks.  This web page can be accessed on the Internet at http://www.healthyarkansas.com/westnilevirus.htm.

Facilities are encouraged to visit this web page and to take steps to abate the risk of infection.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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"The Department of Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."
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