	
[image: image1.wmf]
	Arkansas Department of Human Services
Division of Medical Services
Office of Long Term Care     Mail Slot S409

P.O. Box 8059

Little Rock, Arkansas  72201-4608

Telephone (501) 682-8487   TDD (501) 682-6789   Fax (501) 682-1197


MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2003-15

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
May 5, 2003

RE:
Advisory Memo - Minimum Staffing - No Increase for July 1, 2003

________________________________________________________________________

Section 7 of Act 1397 of 2001, codified at Ark. Code Ann. § 20-10-1401 et seq., states that the minimum staffing standards set out in the Act will not take effect unless sufficient appropriated funds exist to fund the costs that would be incurred by the increases.

As you know doubt know, the State of Arkansas is experiencing significant budget restrictions and reductions, and will not be able to fund the increased in staffing mandated under the Act that would have occurred July 1, 2003.  Accordingly, minimum staffing standards will not increase July 1, 2003.  Staffing standards currently in effect will remain in effect.

If sufficient funding becomes available, the increases that would have taken effect July 1, 2003 may be instituted after promulgation of the appropriate regulation.  If that occurs, the Office of Long Term Care will notify facilities.

If you have any questions, please contact Frank GoBell at 501-682-6298 or via e-mail at Frank.GoBell@mail.state.ar.us.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8365 (voice) or 501-682-1803 (TDD).

CS/bcs

"The Department of Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."

1
2

_1010380243.doc
[image: image1.png]






