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MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2005-27

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
November 18, 2005

RE:
Advisory Memo - Survey & Certification Letters S&C-06-03 and 06-05 - Revision to Immunization Requirements and Medical Directors Guidance

________________________________________________________________________

On November 17, 2005, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) re-issued Survey & Certification (S&C) letter 06-03.  S&C-06-03 addresses immunization requirements for long-term care facilities, and contains a revision to the original S&C issuance.  Specifically, the revised version contains the following new sentence:

If the nursing home demonstrates it could not immunize residents due to a shortage or delay in vaccine availability, a deficiency is not to be cited.

Additionally, on November 14, 2005, CMS re-issued S&C-06-05.  S&C-06-05 concerns the guidance for surveyors for Medical Directors.  The re-issuance was made because CMS removed the watermark symbol from the actual guidance.  No substantive changes were made.
Facilities are urged to review the above-listed issuances.  They may be viewed on the CMS web site at:

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicaid/survey-cert/letters.asp

Facilities are again reminded that the Office of Long Term Care no longer mails copies of S&C letters except in very limited instances.  Facilities are urged to periodically visit the web site listed above for current S&C issuances.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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