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	Arkansas Department of Health and Human Services

Division of Medical Services
Office of Long Term Care     Mail Slot S409

P.O. Box 8059

Little Rock, Arkansas  72203-8059

Telephone (501) 682-8487   TDD (501) 682-6789   Fax (501) 682-1197

Web Site: http://www.medicaid.state.ar.us/general/units/oltc


MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2005-17

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
July 15, 2005

RE:
Advisory Memo - Notice of National Provider Identifier (NPI)

________________________________________________________________________

One June 9, 2005, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued S&C-05-30.  S&C-05-30 introduces the National Provider Identifier (NPI).  The NPI is a standard unique health identifier for health care providers that was adopted by the Secretary of Health and Human Services under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996.
The NPI must be used by covered entities under HIPAA (generally, health plans, health care clearinghouses, and health care providers that conduct standard transactions). The NPI will identify health care providers in the electronic transactions for which the Secretary has adopted standards (the standard transactions) after the compliance dates. These transactions include claims, eligibility inquiries and responses, claim status inquiries and responses, referrals, and remittance advices.

The NPI will replace health care provider identifiers that are in use today in standard transactions. Implementation of the NPI will eliminate the need for health care providers to use different identification numbers to identify themselves when conducting HIPAA standard transactions with multiple health plans.

All health plans (including Medicare, Medicaid, and private health plans) and all health care clearinghouses must accept and use NPIs in standard transactions by May 23, 2007 (small health plans have until May 23, 2008). After those compliance dates, health care providers will use only their NPIs to identify themselves in standard transactions, where the NPI is required.

Facilities are urged to read S&C-05-30, which can be found on-line at:

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicaid/survey-cert/sc0530.pdf
The on-line S&C letter includes an attachment that has answers to a number of frequently asked questions.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8317 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).

CS/bcs
"The Department of Health and Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."
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