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MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2003-36

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
October 30, 2003

RE:
Advisory Memo - Transferring of Liquid Oxygen

________________________________________________________________________

The Office of Long Term Care recently received the attached letter from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) regarding the above referenced matter.  This Advisory Memo is to inform facilities of the determinations of CMS, as well to remind facilities of the requirements surrounding transferring of liquid oxygen - which includes transferring from one container to another.

As noted in the attached letter, transferring of liquid oxygen cannot occur in residents’ rooms.  All transferring must occur only in rooms that are in accordance with NFPA 99 Section 8-6.2.5.2.  Under this section, rooms in which transferring of oxygen occurs must meet the following requirements:

1. Separated from any portion of the facility where patients are housed, examined or treated, by a separation of a fire-barrier of 1-hour fire resistive construction; and

2. The area is mechanically ventilated, is sprinklered, and has ceramic or concrete flooring; and

3. The area is posted with signs indicating that transferring is occurring, and that smoking in the immediate area is not permitted.  (Emphasis in the letter.)

All long-term care facilities in Arkansas, with the exception of Assisted Living Facilities (ALF), are required to meet NFPA standards.  ALFs are required to meet IBC standards.  However, the IBC references the International Fire Code (IFC), which in turn references the NFPA.  Specifically, the IFC in Chapter F27 states:

Oxidizing cryogenic fluids, including oxygen, shall comply with NFPA 50.

Accordingly, ALFs must also comply with NFPA standards for the transferring of liquid oxygen.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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"The Department of Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."
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