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	Arkansas Department of Human Services

Division of Medical Services
Office of Long Term Care     Mail Slot S409

P.O. Box 8059

Little Rock, Arkansas  72203-8059

Telephone (501) 682-8487   TDD (501) 682-6789   Fax (501) 682-1197

http:s//www.medicaid.state.ar.us/InternetSolution/General/units/oltc/index.aspx


MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2008-12

TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Frank GoBell, Acting Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
October 6, 2008

RE:
Advisory Memo - CMS Notice of Mandatory Sprinkler Systems for Nursing Facilities

________________________________________________________________________

On October 4, 2008, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued S&C-09-04, notifying the public of the publication on August 13, 2008, in the Federal Register (73 FR 47075), of a final rule entitled “Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Fire Safety Requirements for Long Term Care Facilities, Automatic Sprinkler Systems” with an effective date of October 14, 2008.  A copy of the CMS letter is attached.  To summarize:

· The regulation requires all nursing homes participating in the Medicaid or Medicare programs to be equipped with a supervised automatic sprinkler system by August 13, 2013, installed in accordance with the 1999 edition of the National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) “Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems” (NFPA 13).

· Facilities with existing sprinkler systems should review their sprinkler systems to determine if they meet the requirements of the 1999 edition of NFPA 13.

Facilities are urged to review S&C-09-04.  A copy of the regulation may be found on-line at:

http://frwebgate5.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/PDFgate.cgi?WAISdocID=307104259292+0+1+0&WAISaction=retrieve
(Please note that the link above should be typed on a single line in your browser.)

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-12-25

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850
Center for Medicaid and State Operations/Survey and Certification Group








Ref: S&C-09-04

DATE:
October 3, 2008

TO:
State Survey Agency Directors

FROM:
Director



Survey and Certification Group

SUBJECT:
Adoption of New Fire Safety Requirements for Long Term Care Facilities, Mandatory Sprinkler Installation Requirement 
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The purpose of this memorandum is to notify States and regional offices (ROs) of the publication on August 13, 2008, in the Federal Register (73 FR 47075), of a final rule entitled “Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Fire Safety Requirements for Long Term Care Facilities, Automatic Sprinkler Systems” with an effective date of October 14, 2008.  A copy of the regulation is attached.

This regulation requires all long term care facilities (Skilled Nursing Facilities/Nursing Facilities) to be equipped with a supervised automatic sprinkler system by August 13, 2013, installed in accordance with the 1999 edition of the National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) “Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems” (NFPA 13).  The regulation also requires that all long term care facilities inspect, test and maintain all sprinkler systems (both newly installed and existing systems) in accordance with the 1998 edition of NFPA “Standard for the Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems” (NFPA 25).  This regulation is also applicable to distinct part nursing home units located in hospitals.
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Facilities with existing sprinkler systems should review their sprinkler system to determine if they meet the requirements of the 1999 edition of NFPA 13.  This includes for example, the requirements for closets, walk in coolers/freezers, overhangs, loading docks and shafts to have sprinkler coverage.  They should also review there inspection, testing and maintenance program to determine if it is meeting the requirements found in the 1998 edition of NFPA 25.

Facilities that currently have no sprinkler system or partial sprinkler systems installed, use waivers or the Fire Safety Evaluation System (FSES) to comply with previous sprinkler requirements have until August 13, 2013 to install or upgrade their existing sprinkler system to meet the requirements of the 1999 edition of NFPA 13.  All installation work is expected to be complete by August 13, 2013, as there are no provisions in the regulation to extend the timeframe for regulatory compliance beyond August 13, 2013, either through waivers or the use of the FSES.

CMS will continue to document the status of sprinkler installation of a facility as currently is being done by categorizing the amount of sprinkler protection as Fully, Partially, and Non-sprinklered.

Facilities that were required to install battery powered smoke alarms are required to maintain them until such time as a complete automatic sprinkler system has been installed in accordance with NFPA 13.

We will be providing additional information as it becomes available.  If you have questions concerning this memorandum, please contact James Merrill (James.Merrill@cms.hhs.gov).

Effective Date:  All long term care facilities referenced in this rule must comply with the requirements by August 13, 2013.

Training:  This information should be shared with all appropriate survey and certification staff, surveyors, their managers and state fire authorities and their staff.  








/s/

Thomas E. Hamilton

cc:
Survey and Certification Regional Office Management

State Fire Authorities
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Memorandum Summary





On August 13, 2008, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) published a final rule entitled “Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Fire Safety Requirements for Long Term Care Facilities, Automatic Sprinkler Systems.”


This regulation requires all long term care facilities to be equipped with a supervised automatic sprinkler system by August 13, 2013, installed in accordance with the 1999 edition of the National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) “Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems” (NFPA 13).


Facilities with existing sprinkler systems should review their sprinkler systems to determine if they meet the requirements of the 1999 edition of NFPA 13.








"The Department of Health and Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."
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