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MEMORANDUM


LTC-A-2009-12
TO:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursing Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HDCs;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level I;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ALF Level II; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RCFs;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Cares;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Day Health Cares;



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Acute Head Injury Facilities;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interested Parties; 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DHS County Offices

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
August 5, 2009

RE:
Advisory Memo - Assisted Living Single Occupancy

________________________________________________________________

The Office of Long Term Care would like to remind all assisted living facilities that, absent the consent of residents, residents’ rooms are single occupancy only.  Licensed rooms are to be designated as single, independent apartments in accordance with the Rules and Regulations for Assisted Living Facilities Level I and II Section 905 a., which states:

905
APARTMENTS

a. All living units in assisted living facilities shall be independent apartments (Exceptions shall be granted based on Act 1230 of 2001).  Each apartment or unit shall be of adequate size and configuration to permit residents to carry out, with or without assistance, all the functions necessary for independent living, including sleeping; sitting; dressing; personal hygiene; storing, preparing, serving and eating food; storing clothing and other personal possessions; doing personal correspondence and paperwork; and entertaining visitors.  Each apartment or unit shall be accessible to and useable by residents who use a wheelchair or other mobility aid consistent with the accessibility standards.

When a resident consents to or requests a roommate or to sharing his or her room, the facility shall follow Section 700, which states:

700 
SERVICES

Services are furnished to a person who resides in his or her own apartment or unit that may include dually occupied units when both occupants consent to the arrangement.  Each apartment or unit shall be of adequate size and configuration to permit residents to perform, with or without assistance, all the functions necessary for independent living, including sleeping; sitting; dressing; personal hygiene; storing, preparing, serving and eating food; storage of clothing and other personal possessions; doing personal correspondence and paperwork and entertaining visitors.  Care provision and service delivery must be resident-driven to the maximum extent possible and treat each person with dignity and respect.  Care must be furnished in a way that fosters the independence of each resident.
Section 700 makes clear that facilities must meet three requirements before a room may be shared.  First, that the room is of sufficient size as specified in Section 905 b. 2. Second, the facility must obtain the consent of the residents that will share the room.  Please note that while facilities may ask residents to share rooms, facilities cannot coerce, pressure or threaten residents to share rooms; doing so will constitute a deficiency and remedies will be imposed by the Office of Long Term Care. Third, the facility shall ensure that the request to share a room, the consent to share a room, or both is documented in the residents’ occupancy admission agreement.

Should you have any questions, please contact Sherril Proffer-Feyen, RN at 501-682-8471 sherri.proffer@arkansas.gov or Maynard Vogelgesang at 501-682-8153 maynard.vogelgesang@arkansas.gov .
If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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"The Department of Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act."
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