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	Arkansas Department of Human Services
Division of Medical Services
Office of Long Term Care     Mail Slot S409

P.O. Box 8059

Little Rock, Arkansas  72203-8059

Telephone (501) 682-8487   TDD (501) 682-6789   Fax (501) 682-1197


M e m o r a n d u m



LTC-R-2003-38


TO:
(X)  Nursing Facilities;    (   )  ICFs/MR 16 Bed & Over;    (   )  HDCs;


(  )  ICFs/MR Under 16 Beds;    (X)  RCFs;    (X)  Interested Parties;


(  )  Hospitals & Discharge Planners;    (X)  DHS County Offices


(X)  Assisted Living Level I;
(X)  Assisted Living Level II

FROM:
Carol Shockley, Director, Office of Long Term Care

DATE:
November 20, 2003


SUBJECT:
Level II Assisted Living Facility – Revision of Section 901.4 – Plans and 
Specifications

The Office of Long Term Care (OLTC) will implement changes to the Level II Assisted Living Facility licensure regulations that will be effective November 26, 2003, under the Emergency Provisions of the Arkansas Administrative Procedures Act.  The OLTC will also promulgate this change under the regular promulgation provisions that will allow a public comment period and an expected effective date of March 1, 2004.

Effective November 26, 2003, Section 901.4 has been amended to state that any newly constructed Level II facility shall have to be in accordance with the requirements for I-2 Groups as specified in the International Building Code (IBC) 2000, with exceptions as listed.  This regulation formally required “I-1 Groups” compliance.

When the original regulations for Level II Assisted Living Facilities were promulgated in August 2002, Section 901.4 listed an incorrect building code standard for the construction of Level II Assisted Living Facilities. Level II facilities are designed to be able to provide care for nursing home level-of-care individuals.  These individuals are frequently non-ambulatory.  Because of this, building codes for these facilities must ensure that fire prevention and evacuation, and therefore construction standards, are higher than residential facilities.  This amendment will institute the correct standard to ensure resident safety.  

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Tommy Wingard at 501-682-6117.

If you need this material in alternative format such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 501-682-8307 (voice) or 501-682-6789 (TDD).
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Attachment

901.4
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
All facilities licensed under these regulations shall be designed and constructed to substantially comply with pertinent local and state laws, codes, ordinances and standards.  All new construction shall be in accordance with the requirements for I-2 Groups as specified in the International Building Code (IBC) 2000, except that:  

1. All exit corridors shall be no less than six (6) feet wide, and shall be clear of obstructions;

2. Exit doors from patient or resident rooms shall be no less than thirty-six inches (36”) wide; and,

3. Doors shall, at a minimum, meet or exceed the fire ratings specified for I-2 construction.  Compliance with this requirement shall be determined by the approved fire rating of the door conducted in accordance with IBC requirements, and not as to the door’s construction type, such as hollow- or solid-core.

The facility shall develop and shall comply with a written evacuation plan approved by the local fire marshal.  All new construction shall be readily accessible and useable by persons with physical disabilities including persons who use wheelchairs.  All construction shall comply with the requirements of the ADA.
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