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CHRIS Enhancements Due To Legislation – 18.4 Release – July 30, 2009 
 
Referral: 
 Mandated Reporters (Referral Screen) – add the following new Mandated 

Reporters [State Legislation]: 
o Attorney ad litem 
o CASA/Volunteer 
o Child Advocacy Center/Child Safety Center Employee 
o Child Care Worker or Foster Care Worker 
o Clergy 
o Contracted DHS Employee 
o Dental Hygienist 
o DHS Employee 
o Domestic Abuse Advocate 
o Domestic Violence Shelter Employee/Volunteer 
o Foster Parent 
o Judge 
o Mental Health Professional 
o Peace Officer 
o Prosecuting Attorney 
o Rape Crisis Advocate 
o Resident Intern 
o School Counselor 
o School Official 
o Sexual Abuse Advocate 
o Surgeon 
o Teacher 
o Victim Assistance Professional 
o Victim/Witness Coordinator 

 
 Significant Injury, Near Fatality and Fatality (Medical Information 

Screen) – these terms will be captured for Hotline Staff and Investigators 
when a Medical Professional reports the following [State Legislation]: 

o Medical Profession determined child sustained one or more of the 
following: 

 Significant Injury – checkbox and Transaction Date 
 Near Fatality – checkbox and Transaction Date 
 Fatality – checkbox and Transaction Date: 

• Date of Death: date field 
 
 
 
Investigation: 
 
 Significant Injury, Near Fatality and Fatality (Medical Information 

Screen) – see above in Referral 
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 Document Tracking Screen: 

o Standard picklist:  added new CFS Forms due to the recent 
Legislation (notifications, etc…) 

o Date grouping: revised the date fields to: 
 Date Requested: enter date when a form/document is 

requested on behalf of a client; 
 Date Sent: enter date when a form/document on behalf of a 

client is mailed/faxed/emailed to a recipient; and,  
 Date Received: enter date when the requested form/document 

is received 
o Document Issued On Behalf Of and To (Recipients): new grouping 

to capture the specific person(s) to whom the document refers and the 
person(s) to whom the document is sent (or requested): 

 ‘Document Issued On Behalf Of:’ Select Box – a new Select 
box to select the Client for whom the selected Standard form is 
being sent.  This becomes mandatory when a date is entered in 
the ‘Date Sent’ field.   

 ‘Document Issued To (Recipients):’ Select Box – a new 
Select box to select the people to whom the selected Standard 
Form is being sent.  This field becomes mandatory when a date 
is entered in ‘Date Sent’ field.  There are additional groups of 
people: 

• Child Safety Center 
• Circuit Court Judge 
• Department Division Director 
• Employer 
• Facility Director 
• Foster Child’s Other Adult Relatives 
• Grandparents (Maternal) 
• Grandparents (Paternal) 
• Legal Custodian(s) 
• Licensing/Registering Authority 
• Local Education Agency 
• Mandated Reporter 
• Multidisciplinary Team 
• Parent (Custodial/Non-Custodial) 
• School Counselor 
• School Foster Care Liaison 
• School Principal 
• School Superintendent 

 
 Automatic Removal of Name of Offender From Central Registry – there 

are two changes [State Legislation]:  
o Removed from Registry – replaced the old term, ‘ACT 1434’; and, 
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o The open or closed case for a True Alleged Offender is no longer a 
requirement for the removal. 

 
 Manual Removal of Name of Offender From Central Registry [State 

Legislation]: 
o Removed from Registry – By Request – replaced the old term, ‘ACT 

1434-V’ 
 
 Provisional Placement in Central Registry [State Legislation]:  

o ALJ – Checkbox for Central Registry Staff in Central Office to check 
when ALJ determines a True Alleged Offender should be provisionally 
placed in Central Registry (three years): 

 ALJ Preliminary Hearing Determination – response window 
appears when ALJ checkbox is checked 

• ALJ Status Date: date field 
• ALJ Notes: text field 

 ‘True (Provisional)’ – new Individual Finding to be selected 
only by Central Registry Staff in Central Office. ‘True 
(Provisional)’ Individual Finding will be removed from Registry at 
end of three year period   

 
 
Case:  

 Document Tracking Screen – see above in Investigation 
 

 Garrett’s Law Fast-Tracked Adoption (on Removal Screen): the 
following must happen before this new grouping is accessible [State 
Legislation]: 

o Child Removed From – Mother (Biological) must be selected;  
o Conditions – Neglect (Alleged) must be selected; and,  
o Child’s Date of Birth – must be within thirty days of completing 

Removal Screen 
 Garrett’s Law Fast-Tracked Adoption with Yes or No radio button: 

 Birth Date – displays date of birth of child  
 Transaction Date – displays date this field was entered 

 
 Case Plan: 

o Case Plan Goals Screen: 
 Compelling Reason why TPR is not in child’s best 

interest [Federal and State Legislation]: a text field (if goal 
at Permanency Planning Hearing and the 15th Month 
Hearing is not adoption, DHS shall document in the case 
plan a compelling reason why TPR is not in the best interest 
of the juvenile)  

 Case Plan Needs/Services Screen: 
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o Youth’s Educational Stability [Federal Legislation]: three new 
text fields: 

 Child’s Placement Appropriateness to Current 
Education Setting and Proximity to School in which 
child is enrolled at time of placement – text field;   

 State Agency Coordination with appropriate Local 
Educational Agencies (LEA) to ensure child remains in 
the school in which the child is enrolled at time of 
placement – text field; 

 If remaining in the school is not in the child’s best 
interests, assurances by State Agency and Local 
Educational Agencies (LEA) to provide immediate and 
appropriate enrollment in a new school, with all child’s 
educational records provided to school – text field 

 Foster Youth’s Transition Plan Case Plan Needs/Services Screen 
[Federal and State Legislation]: 
Due to the recent State Legislation, every 17 year old youth in foster care 
must be included in developing a plan to transition into adulthood.  
Therefore, the seventeen year old foster youth must have a completed 
Transition Plan within the Case Plan before the overall Case Plan can be 
approved.     

o Foster Youth’s Transition Plan (Case Plan – Needs/Services 
Button) – the Age and Date of Birth is displayed in the Client 
Client’s Services grouping  

 Youth’s Transitional Plan grouping: 
• Status: Completed or Not Completed displayed 
• View/Edit button – to complete the actual Transitional 

Plan or to view the completed Transitional Plan 
• Print Youth Transition Plan button – to print specific 

plan separate from case plan (Transition Plan also 
prints when the Case Plan is printed).  The Printed 
Plan will have Signature lines for the Youth and 
Youth’s Attorney. 

 Youth’s Transitional Plan – response window appears 
when View/Edit button is clicked:  

• Case ID and Client Name – displayed 
• Statement of Rights – displayed  
• Transition Plan Date – enter date 
• Participants in Development of Transition Plan: 

o Youth – Yes or No radio buttons with Specifics 
field 

o Youth’s Attorney – Yes or No radio buttons 
with Specifics field: 

o Others – Yes or No radio buttons with 
Specifics field to enter Names and Roles 
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• Youth received the following information from 
DCFS: 

o Parent’s Information – Yes or No radio 
buttons with Specifics text field 

o Sibling Information – Yes or No radio buttons 
with Specifics text field 

o Foster Care Placement History – Yes or No 
radio buttons with Specifics text field 

o Educational Assistance – Yes or No radio 
buttons with Specifics text field 

o Developing and Maintaining Life Long 
Relationships/Connections – Yes or No radio 
buttons with Specifics text field 

o Other Services Tailored to Individual Needs 
– Yes or No radio buttons with Specifics text 
field 

• Applications Completed: 
o Health Insurance (ARKids First, Medicaid, 

Other) – Yes or No with Specifics text field   
o Referrals to Transitional Housing or Other 

Housing – Yes or No with Specifics text field  
o Employment or other Financial Support – 

Yes or No with Specifics text field; 
• Youth Received the following Personal 

Documents: 
o Social Security Card – Yes or No radio 

buttons with Specifics text field 
o Certified Birth Certificate – Yes or No radio 

buttons with Specifics text field 
o Family Photos – Yes or No radio buttons with 

Specifics text field 
o All Health Records – Yes or No radio buttons 

with Specifics text field 
o All Educational Records – Yes or No radio 

buttons with Specifics text field 
• Funds Information: 

o Youth Has Trust Funds – Yes or No radio 
buttons; if Yes, the following text fields become 
mandatory: 

o Full Accounting of all funds held by DCFS  
o How to Access Funds  
o When Funds Will Be Available  

o Transition Plan for Foster Youth Tickler – This tickler will be based on 
the foster youth’s date of birth and will become due thirty days before the 
youth turns seventeen years of age. The tickler will be removed when the 
youth’s Transition Plan is completed.            
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 Placement History Print Button: located on the Select Placement 

Episode Response Window:  
o Print Button – accessible to print out youth’s Placement History: 
o Report Date Range – a response window appears to select date 

range, sort order or removal of certain data for the printed report: 
 Specify Date Range for Report: 

• Complete History – radio button 
• Date Range radio button: 

Begin Date 
End Date 

 Sort Order: 
• Ascending 
• Descending 

 Exit Reasons/Provider Address: 
• Show Exit Reasons – checkbox (defaults checked) 
• Show Provider Addresses – checkbox (defaults 

checked) 
o Printed Report: clicking the OK button generates the printed report 

and displays the following: 
 Date/Time Printed: 
 Youth’s Name and Case Number 
 Date Range (if Date Range was selected)  
 Placement information 

 
 Legal Terminology [State Legislation]: new terms: 

o Court Hearing Detail Screen:  
 Hearing/Review Type – new picklist value: 

• No Reunification Hearing 
o Hearing Child Information Screen:  

 Reasons for Reunification are not Required: 
• Parents committed manslaughter – removed 

‘voluntary’ 
• Parents committed a felony battery –  replaced 

‘assault’ with ‘battery’ 
 

 Court Report Screen: 
 Relative’s Interest Command Button [Federal and State Legislation]: 

to enter the information regarding the Relative’s interest in participating in 
the care and placement of the child when the child is in DHS Custody (all 
Relatives must be entered as Clients in CHRIS): 

o Relative’s Interest Information Response Window – appears 
when the Relative’s Interest Command Button is clicked.  The 
following fields are: 

 Child – mandatory picklist of child who is currently in DHS 
Custody 
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 Relative – mandatory picklist of names from Clients who 
have been selected in the Child’s Relationship screen; when 
name is selected, the Client’s Relationship to Child is 
displayed 

 No Relative Identified checkbox – check if foster child has 
no named relatives 

 Notified Date – mandatory date when the Notification was 
sent to the Relative that the child was placed in DHS 
Custody 

 Interested in participating in the care and placement of the 
child grouping: 

• Provisional Home Checkbox – when checked a text 
field becomes mandatory to explain Relative’s 
interest in becoming a Provisional Home for child; 

• Foster Home Checkbox – when checked a text field 
becomes mandatory to explain Relative’s interest in 
becoming a Foster Home for child; 

• Kinship Guardianship – when checked a text field 
becomes mandatory to explain Relative’s interest in 
becoming a Guardian for child 

 Desires Visitation Checkbox – when checked a text field 
becomes mandatory to enter the Relative’s desire to visit 
child and, if appropriate, the visitation schedule. 

 Additional Information – text field to enter any other 
pertinent information regarding Relative’s interest in the 
child. 

o ‘New’ Command Button – click to enter other relatives for this 
child; or, to select another child and enter his/her relatives.  

o The Relative’s Interest must be completed prior to the Request 
for Approval when at least one child is in DHS Custody:  A 
Warning Message will appear if no information in Relative’s 
Interest grouping:   

 The ‘Relative’s Interest’ Command Button must be clicked to 
enter Relative’s Interest in child(ren) before the Court Report 
can be requested for approval.   

 Relative’s Interest Grouping – displays information on Court Report 
Screen for each child’s Relative: 

o Child’s Name and Relative’s Name/Relationship with four 
checkboxes: 

 Provisional Home 
 Foster Home 
 Kinship Guardian 
 Visitation 

 Printed Court Report – will display the information entered in the 
Relative’s Interest grouping on the Court Report Screen in Section V. of 
the printed Court Report 
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 Health Oversight and Coordination Plan [Federal Legislation]: to 
capture the recent Federal language on medical needs for foster children: 
 Current Medical/Medical History Information Screen: 

o Steps to ensure Continuity of Health Care Services – a new text 
field with two thousand characters 

o How State actively consults with and involves physicians or 
other appropriate Medical/Non-Medical Professionals in 
assessing the child’s health and well-being in determining 
appropriate medical treatment for youth – a new text field with 
two thousand characters 

 Medications Screen: 
o Medication Information grouping: 

o Reason for Prescription text field: change title name to 
‘Reason for and Oversight of Prescriptive Medicine’ 

 Medical Visits Screen: 
o Medical Visits Tab: 

o Comments text field: add ‘(include how medical 
information will be updated and appropriately shared) to 
the title of text field;  

o CHA Tab: 
o CHA Recommendation Outcome text field: add ‘(include 

how medical information will be updated and 
appropriately shared) to the title of text field;  

 
• Reasonable Efforts to Place Siblings [Federal Legislation]: a new 

grouping in the child’s Provider Recommendation Screen: 
 Youth’s Placement with Siblings grouping: 

o Youth has siblings in foster care:  Yes or No radio button; if 
Yes, the following are accessible: 

 Youth Placed with Siblings: Yes or No radio button; if 
No: 

• Documentation shows joint placement with 
siblings would be contrary to safety or well-
being of any sibling: Yes or No radio button: 

o Location of file documents – text field  
• Reasonable Efforts to place siblings in same 

foster care placement: Yes or No radio button; if 
Yes, the following becomes mandatory: 

o Reasonable Efforts Explanation: text field   
 

 Court Ordered Juvenile Safety Plan [State Legislation]: new grouping in 
the Client Education Detail Screen: 

o Court Ordered Juvenile Safety Plan – new grouping with Checkbox: 
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o Court Ordered Juvenile Safety Plan restricts or requires 
supervised contact with another juvenile or juveniles as it 
relates to the safety of a student be provided to the School 
Principal and Superintendent where juvenile is enrolled – 
statement displayed: 

 If Court Ordered Juvenile Safety Plan checkbox is 
checked: 

• Court Order Date – becomes mandatory; 
• Provided to Principal on: a date field that becomes 

accessible  
• Superintendent Date:  a date field that becomes 

accessible 
• Comments: a text field that becomes accessible 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Provider: 

 Foster and Adoptive Homes (Placement Services) [State 
Legislation]::  

o Approvals:  
 FBI Checks: 

• Remove 16 years old logic and replace with 18 year 
old logic  

 State Criminal Record Checks: 
• Remove 14 years old logic and replace with 18 year 

old logic 
o Reevaluations (Foster Homes/DDS/Therapeutic):  

 State Criminal Record Checks: 
• Remove the five year logic and replace with every two 

years 
 

 Provider Service Details Screen: 
o Placement Service Compliance Certification – a new grouping 

located at the bottom of the screen to capture the actual date DCFS 
Management reviewed all required compliance documentation and 
approved this family for the Placement Service. If an ICPC Provider, 
this is the date the other State approved the Provider. This date field 
may be the day of Request Approval or a previous date, according to 
the Provider’s paper file pertaining to this Placement Service.  The new 
grouping will only be accessible for the following Placement Services: 

• Adoptive Home 
• ASAP-Therapeutic Foster Care 
• DDS Specialized Community Home 
• Foster Family Home 
• Pre-Adoptive Home 
• Therapeutic Foster Care 

The grouping will be disabled/locked for all other Placement Services: 
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 I certify that all necessary steps to establish Provider IV-E 
Eligibility for this Placement Service were completed on 
this date: a date field and when entered, the Staff Name and 
Position will be displayed, along with the Transaction Date. 

[Note:  This specific enhancement will be implemented in the July 
21st enhancement, but just wanted everyone to know about it.] 

_______________________________________________________________ 


