An Overview of
Public Pre-K 1n Arkansas




Background

o Act 212 of 1991 created Arkansas Better
Chance with funding of $10 million.

* Serve childre gh 5 years with
variety of deve and economic
risk factors. |

» Act 1841 of 2001 placed@8% EXxcise tax on




Background

 Act 49 of 2003 expanded ABC with
additional $40 million in funding (ABC for

School SucceSs

 EXxpansion adt
opportunities

population. '



Background

* |n 2005, Arkansas Legislature expanded
ABCSS again with an additional $20 million
to serve additi@r

» Total funding )W O $71 million.
* In 2005 2000, /

State.



Background

* Any 3 or 4 year old child whose family
income is 200% of Federal Poverty Level or

less is eligible i. in ABC for School
Success prog I: | ‘f charge.
* Programs func ginal ABC money

may still continue to Iren birth to
5 with other risk factQis
r~ Jr ‘:. i




Programs who have families where the
nousehold income Is 200 — 250% of Federal
Poverty Level have the option of allowing
parents to pay a fee to participate in ABC.

The State will reimburse the remaining portion.

0-200% 200%-2125% 2125%-225% 225 %-2375% 237.5%-250% > 250%
FPL FPL FPL FPL FPL FPL
FEE FULL
N 0 0 0 0
% O FEE 20% 40% 60% 80% RATE
Center F P
enter Fee et $24.72 $49.44 $74.16 $98.88 $123.60
Week
Home-Visiting
Based Fee Per $8.74 $17.48 $26.22 $34.97 $43.71
Week




Background
« ABCSS Funding prlorlty IS given to early
childhood providers in areas where:

—275% stude below proficient
on 4t grade exams.

— School Disti lmprovement
status

- School District in déateaticlistress




Arkansas Better Chance involves a
unique partnership between multiple

state entities.

General Assembly
(Appropriation & Qversight)

Ark. Dept. of Education
(Funding)

Div. of CC and Early CH Ed
(Administration)

State Board of Education
(Rules and Grant Approvals)




Overview of Funding & Selection
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ABC Enrollment by Program Type
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Since 2003, Arkansas has increased its
financial commitment to public pre-K
education by over 500%.
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ABC AGENCY TYPES

2004-2005 2005-2006
Agency Type # Agency Type #
School District 86 School District 99
Private, for profit 23 Private, for profit 42
Non-profit 11 Non-profit 11
Educational Cooperative| 10 Educational Cooperative 10
Faith-based 7 Faith-based 8
Community-based 7 Community-based 7
Head Start 4 Head Start 5
University-based 3 University-based 3
Other home-based 3 Other home-based 3
Municipality 1 Municipality 1

Family Child Care Homes 5
DDS Facility 3
New HIPPY 2
New PAT 1

TOTAL AGENCIES 155 TOTAL AGENCIES 200




HOW IS AN ABC PROGRAM FUNDED?

60% 40%
STATE LOCAL
FUNDS MATCH
N— _/
——

Total Program Cost



Funding

* In 2002, ABC adopted a core quality
education model with a per child cost.

» Core compongé

—health 'and develdpment S€reenings
—meaningful':paf ~ munity

—proven crricula
« Core Model increased in 2004 and 2005.



Arkansas: Only state to receive 10 out of 10
on quality pre-K benchmarks in NIEER

Preschool Survey.
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CENTER AND CHILD CARE FAMILY
HOME FUNDING

$4,400 $2,933
PER CHILD PER CHILD
N\ I\ J
N Y
Reimbursed Provided by
by State program (cash

or in- kind)



HOME-VISITING (HIPPY & PAT)
FUNDING

$1,557 $1,038
PER CHILD PER CHILD
N\ I\ J
N Y
Reimbursed Provided by
by State program (cash

or in- kind)



How is the money spent?
* Participating programs must
submit a program budget which
adheres to the core model.

+ The model provides guidance to
give programs the resources
and skills needed to operate
the highest quality early
education program.
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Staff Requirements (center) &

:lLead Teacher

v'BA in Early Childhood
vP-4 or K-6 certification

*Other Classroom Teacher
v'AA in Early Childhood or Child
Development
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Staff Requirements (center) ‘&

*Paraprofessional

v'AA in Early Childhood or Child
Development Associate (CDA)
credential

v'Parapro exam cannot substitute
for credential
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=Coordinator
v'BA in Education, Social Work,
Psychology or related field

Staff Requirements (Home-visiting) ‘&

Those without degree must take
> 12 college hours per year.

"Home-Based Educator
v'Child Development Associate
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Staff Requirements (Family Home) &

*Family Home Teacher
v’ Minimum of CDA

v'Professional Development plan
that includes a minimum of an
Associate degree in Early
Childhood or equivalent
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In 2004-2005, 87% of all ABC lead
teachers had either a BA or Masters
degree.

CDA Associate + CDA
15 (E%} 10 (4%} Masters
K 44 (18%)

Associate
7 (3%)

Bachelor
170 (69%)



In 2004-2005, 72% of all ABC
paraprofessionals held a CDA (Child
Development Associate) credential.

Masters

Associate + CDA 7 (2%) BEChELDI'
15 (4%) 51 (15%)

Associate
39 (11%)

CDA
231 {68%)



=|_ead teacher responsibilities
»Expert & certified in the field
| esson plans
=Supervise AA & parapros
=\Work Sampling
="COPA
»General program management
*Engage parents
=Many duties outside of the 7% day.
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Well- Qualified, Compensated Staff X




Professional Development
=$1,250-2,650 per classroom staff

sTeachers and aides must have 30 hours of
training per year for ABC.

=Not be limited to para-educational training
opportunities.

=Funds should be able to be used to allow
staff to seek higher degrees.
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=Certain training I1s mandated for classroom
staff, as classes are available.

v Pre-K ELLA

v’ Early Childhood (or I-T) Frameworks
v Math & Science

v’ Social-Emotional

Professional Development ‘&

—j

49'




Health- Developmental Screenings

*Proof of satisfactory health & developmental
screen due within 45 days of enrollment.

*AR Kids should cover cost of physical exam.
ABC parents should not pay any costs
associated with screenings.

=Children must have health screen g 2 yr and
developmental screen every year.
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Approved Developmental Screen Tools

v Battelle

v'Brigance

v'Kaplan Carolina Developmental Profile
v'Denver

v'Dial

v EPSF

v'IDEA

v'LAP

v'NCLD

v'Early Screening Inventory

v'Early Screening Assessment Profile



Families must submit proof of current
immunization status within 15 days of

program enroliment.

Recommended Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule UNITED STATES « 2005

Age p

Birth 12 15 18 24 4-6 1-12 13-18
Vaccine w month | months | months | months A months | months | months | months | years years years
ke B HepB #1 S

Hepatitis B HepB #2 ep

Diphtheria, . DTaP DTaP DTaP DTaP DTaP Td

Tetanus, Pertussis

Haemophilus : . . :

influenzae type b’ Hib Hib Hib Hib

Inactivated Poliovirus IPV IPV IPV IPV

anuebaesl:gqs' Mumps' MMR #1 MMR #2

Varicella’® Varicella ‘ Va
Pneumococcal® PCV PCV PCV PCV ' e PPV

Influenza’ Influenza (Yearly) Influenza (Yearly)
S ot o et Vaccines below red line are for selected populations - —-—m-— —+ —-—-— s v — v —-

Hepatitis A® Hepatitis A Series

\ | \




curriculum

=$170-200 per child

*Programs must use approved curriculum
for ABC Instruction.

=Curriculum budget also includes funds for
classroom supplies (bulletin board, markers,

paper)

:'@‘
Al
|




Approved Curricula for ABC-ABCSS

v'Creative Curriculum

v'Core Knowledge

v'Comprehensive Preschool Program (Abrams)
v'DLM Early Childhood Express (McGraw-Hill)
v"High Scope

v"High Reach (for 2005-06 only)

v"Opening the World of Learning (Pearson)
v'Scholastic Early Childhood Curriculum

v
v
v

oughton Mifflin Early Childhood Program
arcourt Archive
IPPY & PAT (Home-visiting programs)



Parent Engagement Activities

v'$50-100 per child

v'Parent night/Open house
v'Printing of parent newsletters
v'Dinners/Holiday functions
v'Speakers for parent functions

v"What will bring parents in to see what their
children are doing?
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Evaluating Program Quality
* Programs are evaluated by two sets of
monitors: |
—Contract co
— Division Prograth ialists




Evaluating Program Quality

* Division Program Specialists
— Sherrill ArchekaNE-Akkansas
—Vivian Jacksg
— Kathy Rushific
—Jamie MorrisC
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Evaluating Program Quality

* Site Visits
— Form relatioRshig staff
—Provide tec SiStance and give
feedback a gestions
—Monitor for B

—
- Child portfolios
—May be unal



Evaluating Program Quality

 Contract Consultants (ASU)

—Provide technical assistance to help
programs a f quality status for ABC

classroom ¢

a)

—Monitor pro A ac y for compliance
with Early CANANC )mental
Rating Scale (ECEI

—Monitor for compli
guidelings (ratios

— (/
s 1R

h‘m W\ lassroom



Evaluating Program Quality

» ECERS reviews will be unannounced as to
the exact day. |

« Early Childhogd
Scale (Harms, Criye

» Assesses prog ven different

areas of program |

b
mteractlon il

ot




Evaluating Program Quality

« Each area Is rated on a scale from 1 to 7.
— Space and CukRishi
—Personal C
—Language Taskian@sR€asoning
—Activities -




Evaluating Program Quality

« ABC programs must achieve > 5.5 overall.

* All subscores >/

* Programs sco acceptable will be
reviewed agalt INg.

* Programs not passing =CERS after two

visits mustaccept a ¢
with mandated teghn

* Programs not gasjsm

evaluationswilk Jnding.




Measuring Short-Term Outcomes

« ABCSS children are to be assessed
annually using.an instrument which
correlates to tRE
Frameworks

o Assessment fe 0 Important
goals:




eay-¥
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Work Sampling System by Pearson Early
Learning was chosen.

Curriculum-neutral, observation-based
Effectiveness proven through valid research
Correlates to Frameworks

On-line version allows for greater management
of assessment reporting, and data storage for
teachers and administrators.



."D‘ q’ ABC children are
: assessed 3 times
| | annually over 7

e kel 3 developmental domains:

1.Personal and Social Development
2.Language and Literacy
3.Mathematical Thinking
4.Scientific Thinking

5.Social Studies

6.The Arts

/.Physical Development and Health



Work Sampling Online

* Training and technical assistance provided to
all ABC instructional staff.

* All classrooms assigned a Work Sampling
mentor.

» Division assistance available as well.



Work Sampling Online

Developmental Checklist for Leslie Montgomery

Di@iiaddng Thei Arls ™ I
Class Level Preschool 3 & Chck WU to see mlionales and examples

Callectien Parod: 1 = Double-click a rn1ing Eetion fo desalect i
Academic Year: 2001 /2002 & ?ﬁ:lﬂ carmenls for Sl.ll'l'll'r'l-kj' Repois n (ke 1esl box.

BEys HY: piat Wl IP: Bn Pascasr, PR Priieat
HA: Mol Sgpicadls, DHEE Did Het Obsares

Functional Components and Perfermance Indicators ) FRO
__A. Expression and representation R R A A S R S R R AT
1. Farkdpalee in graup mule soop e e e i e e e s m
& Faried pates o orkalie mesdmbnl, danes, and Gremg i~ i ' ' r 'E'
3. ket @ waihaty w0 @ e ks b ol ek el Bajek 0] EaplaidlEin i i F ' [l E
B, Understanding and approciatlon
1. Mampeondy fo arbeSo comabonn or ava ek = - ™ 5 -~ @

Bl o 199 g giean an the priveoms Caralop nasial Ghaddi

Eobigr | g oty

Camments anl RHoies:

':E' CEoama vl Wk e ek sl aiiomiabicalby b enbaiged b e ol Sdmamarg Bepean

™ Finalige
T hs Gegwnloprrss kil Chaddinl vl ba mdesad &g i prodireina i riding wrbl peu cheds B boe dbses.




Preliminary Assessment Data
2004-2005

I: Personal and Social Development
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Preliminary Assessment Data

2004-2005

ll: Language and Literacy

100%
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Preliminary Assessment Data

2004-2005

lll: Mathematical Thinking

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

9.8%

58.5%

Pericd 1

20.1%

1.4%

27.1%
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60.1%
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. Proficient




Preliminary Assessment Data
2004-2005

VIl: Physical Development and Health

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

3.3%

48.0%

Period 1

37.0%

0.7%

14.4%

Period 2

73.4%

. Not Yet
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. Proficient




Measuring Long-Term Outcomes




Measuring Long-Term Outcomes

— Social developmen



Measuring Long-Term Outcomes
 Child Asse

- || » Ci 4 OVOLC m
Socla N a

—Work Samplinc



Measuring Long-Term Outcomes




Program Data

v'Data collection accomplished via use of
the Child Outcome.Planning and
Assessment (COPA)system.

v'System originally designed for use in
Head Start programs:.

v"Web-based

v’ Capacity. to hold wide variety of program
and family demographic information.



Program Data

v'Virtually eliminate all paper reports
submitted by programs.

v COPA will track:
1Class enroliment

"1 Staff qualifications

"1 Child' immunizations
_|Family,demographics
“]Attendance and Meals




ABC Is the result of people coming together...

DCC-ECE Other Gov'’t Agencies

o

Programs & Collaborative
Families Partnerships

...Tfor the children of Arkansas.



Collaborative Partnerships

dSpecial Education

UHead Start

JProvider Associations

dSchooel Districts

JEducational Cooperatives

AChild-Care Resource and Referral
Agenciles

JO0ther Division Partners
(Vouchers, Nutrition)

dInstitutions of Higher Education

(Program Reviews, Training)




Arkansas: Access ranks in the lower
percentiles—Iless than 10%o6 of four-year
olds enrolled in quality pre-K.



Paul Lazenby
ABC Admmistrator

501-682-8587
pwlazenby@arkansas.gov

www.arkansas.gov/childcare/abcpro.htmi



	Slide Number 1
	Background
	Background
	Background
	Background
	Slide Number 6
	Background
	Arkansas Better Chance involves a unique partnership between multiple state entities. 
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	HOW IS AN ABC PROGRAM FUNDED?
	Funding
	Slide Number 16
	CENTER AND CHILD CARE FAMILY HOME FUNDING
	HOME-VISITING (HIPPY & PAT) FUNDING
	How is the money spent?
	Staff Requirements (Center)
	Staff Requirements (Center)
	Staff Requirements (Home-visiting)
	Staff Requirements (Family Home)
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Well-Qualified, Compensated Staff
	Professional Development
	Professional Development
	Health-Developmental Screenings
	Approved Developmental Screen Tools
	Slide Number 31
	Curriculum
	Approved Curricula for ABC-ABCSS
	Parent Engagement Activities
	Evaluating Program Quality
	Evaluating Program Quality
	Evaluating Program Quality
	Evaluating Program Quality
	Evaluating Program Quality
	Evaluating Program Quality
	Evaluating Program Quality
	Measuring Short-Term Outcomes
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Measuring Long-Term Outcomes
	Measuring Long-Term Outcomes
	Measuring Long-Term Outcomes
	Measuring Long-Term Outcomes
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60

