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Presenter Notes:
The Arkansas Center for Effective Parenting (CEP) is a project funded by the U.S. Department of Education.  The purpose of the CEP is to broadly disseminate a continuum of parenting information, support, and training activities.  One of the objectives of the CEP is to develop and disseminate a series of parent presentations designed to increase parent involvement in their children’s education and to strengthen the partnership between home and school.  The purpose of this presentation is to provide parents with a basic understanding of “No Child Left Behind” with a primary focus on standards, school improvement, school choice, and supplemental services.
This presentation is designed to fit within a typical parent meeting.  The training materials include slides/overheads, a presenter script, a participant handout, and an evaluation form.  The presentation should take about 20-30 minutes, not including introductory and closing comments, additional non-scripted comments, and question/answer time.  The handout includes the key information from the presentation. 

[Introductory comments]
As parents, you may have heard or read something in the last few years about the “No Child Left Behind” education law.   If you are like most parents, you probably don’t have a clear understanding of what NCLB is and what it means for your child.



What do you know about
“No Child Left Behind”?
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[The presenter should start by asking the parents the following question:]

Let’s start by seeing what you might already know about “No Child Left Behind.”  Would anyone be willing to share what they already know about “No Child Left Behind?”  [This could be followed up with the following questions]  What is it?  What does it do?

[The presenter should solicit responses from the audience.  A flip chart could be used to record responses.  If there are no responses, try to lead the parents into acknowledging that it has something to do with education.  If their responses allow, try to point out that NCLB is very difficult to understand and that you hope that this presentation will provide a clearer understanding.] 



Goals of this Presentation

• Help parents better understand “No 
Child Left Behind.”

• Help parents understand key parts of 
“No Child Left Behind” including:
– Standards 
– School Improvement
– School Choice
– Supplemental Services
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The goal of today’s presentation is to help you gain a basic understanding of “No Child Left Behind.” 

Most of the presentation will focus on 4 key aspects of “No Child Left Behind.”  These key parts are:
Standards
School Improvement
School Choice
Supplemental Services



What is 
“No Child Left Behind”?

• Often referred to as NCLB.
• Federal legislation focusing on 

educational reform.
• Signed into law by President Bush in 

January 2002.
• Designed to improve student 

achievement and teaching.
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Sometimes you will see “No Child Left Behind” abbreviated as “NCLB.”  In education we use a lot of abbreviations that often make it really difficult for parents to understand what we mean.  So, if I start using any terms you don’t understand, please stop me so I can tell you what it means.

Well, l want to start by letting you know that NCLB is federal legislation that focuses on educational reform.  It was signed into law by President Bush in January 2002.
 
NCLB is designed to improve student achievement and help schools do a better job of teaching.



What is the main goal of NCLB?

“…to ensure that all children have a 
fair, equal, and significant 
opportunity to obtain a high-quality 
education and reach, at a minimum, 
proficiency on challenging State 
academic achievement standards 
and state academic assessments.”
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According to the U.S. Department of Education, the overall goal of NCLB is:

“…to ensure that all children have a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging State academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.”

You may be asking yourself,  how do they plan on achieving this?





NCLB focuses on 
4 principles of education reform

• Stronger accountability for results.
• Increased flexibility and local control.
• Expanded options for parents.
• Emphasis on teaching methods that 

are proven to work.
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Well, NCLB is based on 4 principals of education reform.

First, there is stronger accountability for results.  Schools and school districts will need to prove that their students are proficient (or becoming more proficient) in basic subjects like math and reading.

Second, the states are given control in setting standards for students in these basic subjects.  Standards are what students are expected to know and do in a subject at a specific grade level.  States also decide how to test students to see whether they are meeting these standards.

Third, parents are given more options for their child’s education.  For example, when a school doesn’t perform as expected, parents may be given options for their child such as changing schools or tutoring.�
Finally, NCLB also encourages schools to use teaching methods and curriculums that have been proven to be effective.



NCLB’s Nationwide Objectives 
for all children

• Proficiency in reading and math by the 
2013-2014 school year.

• Qualified teachers in every classroom.
• English proficiency for Limited English 

Proficient students.
• Safe and drug free learning 

environments.
• High school graduation for all students.
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Let’s look at some of the specific objectives of NCLB.

First, NCLB requires that all students be proficient (that is performing at grade level) in reading and math by 2014.

Second, NCLB sets requirements for teachers to be “Highly Qualified” and all core subject teachers must meet these requirements by June 30, 2006.  Highly Qualified teachers must be fully licensed and demonstrate subject area knowledge for the core subject areas they teach.

Other objectives of NCLB include:
That limited English proficient students become proficient in English.
That learning environments be safe and drug free.
And, that all students graduate.



Focus of this presentation

• Standards
• School Improvement 
• School Choice
• Supplemental Educational Services 

(SES)
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As I mentioned earlier, this presentation will focus on 4 key parts of NCLB:

Standards
School Improvement
School Choice
Supplemental Educational Services or SES 

We are going to look at each of these areas separately.  

Let’s start with Standards.



Standards

• States are required to set 
challenging standards for what 
children should know and be able to 
do at various grade levels in reading, 
math, and science.
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Academic standards state what children are expected to know and be able to do in specific academic areas such as math and reading at a certain grade level.

NCLB requires each state to set these standards and then use testing to determine how many students meet these standards at different grade levels.




Testing:
Are the Standards being Met?
• By 2005-2006 States must test (in reading 

and math) all students in grades 3-8 and 
at least once between grades nine and 
12.

• By 2007-2008, states must add a science 
test at three grade levels.

• Used to determine the percentage of 
students who are “proficient” (on grade 
level) in the tested subject.
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Again, testing is the way states determine if the state standards are being met at certain grade levels.  

By 2005-2006, states must test, in reading and math, all students in grades 3-8.  They must also test students at least once between grades nine and 12.�
By the 2007-2008 school year, states must also add science testing at three grade levels�
After each testing period the percentage of students in each school who are “proficient” (in other words the percentage of students who are at least on grade level) is determined for each grade and subject tested.  This information is provided to parents in a report card on their school.




Report Cards

• States and school districts must create and 
distribute annual report cards on schools.

• These report cards must include information on:
– Information on student performance

• The percentage of students proficient or above in the 
targeted subjects

– Also reported by subgroups
» Gender (boys/girls)
» Minorities
» Low income
» Disabilities
» Limited English

• Graduation rate
• Percentage of students not tested

– Percentage of teachers who are certified.
– Whether the school is classified as “In Need of 

Improvement.”
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NCLB requires States and school districts to create and distribute annual report cards on each school.  So in addition to receiving information about how your own child did on the testing, parents will receive an annual report card on how the school is doing in helping all students become proficient academically.

NCLB requires that these report cards include certain information.
The report cards must include information on what percentage of students tested were found to be at least proficient in each subject area tested.  These results must be reported separately for different groups including gender (boys/girls), minority groups, low income students, children with disabilities, and children with limited English language proficiency.

The report cards must include information on other things such as the schools graduation rate, the percentage of teachers who are certified, and the percentage of students that were tested.  Each school is required to test at least 95% of their students.  

The report card must also indicate if the school is classified as “In Need of Improvement.”

[Show sample report card from your school.  Ask if parents have any questions about understanding or interpreting the report card.]



Annual Yearly Progress  (AYP)

• By 2014 all students must be 
proficient in at least reading and 
math.

• States set annual progress goals as 
they reach for this eventual goal.

• This involves raising the bar each 
year.

• All subgroups of students must make 
progress each year.

• AYP is required for all schools. 
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NCLB requires that 100% of students be proficient in reading and math by 2014.  

This requires that each state determine how much progress is necessary each year in order to reach the goal of 100% by 2014.  

The required yearly progress is referred to as Annual Yearly Progress or AYP.  All schools must reach the AYP bar consistently from year to year or there are consequences for the school. 

NCLB requires all subgroups (for example, low-income and minority groups) of students to make progress each year.

If a school does not consistently meet the goals from year to year there are consequences.  After not making AYP for two consecutive years all schools must develop a school improvement plan.  There are additional consequences for schools who receive Title I federal funds.



School Improvement
• If a Title I school does not make Annual 

Yearly Progress (AYP) for two 
consecutive years, the school moves into 
Year 1 of School Improvement.

• If the school continues not to make AYP it 
moves into subsequent years of school 
improvement.
– Year 2 of School Improvement
– Year 3 of School Improvement
– Year 4 of School Improvement

• Each subsequent year of School 
Improvement carries with it  
consequences.
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Title I schools are schools that receive additional federal funding because they serve a large number of low-income students.  This funding is usually determined based on the percentage of students who are eligible for the free lunch program.

If a Title I school does not make Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) (in other words, reach the bar for that year) for two consecutive years, the school moves into Year 1 of School Improvement.�
School districts are required to notify parents if their school is classified as “In Need of Improvement.”

If the school continues not to make AYP it moves into subsequent years of school improvement.  That is, Year 2 of School Improvement, Year 3 of School Improvement, and so on.
�Each subsequent year of School Improvement carries with it additional consequences for the school.








School Improvement
(Title I Schools)

• Year 1 of School Improvement:
– A school improvement plan must be developed.
– School choice is offered.

• Year 2 of School Improvement:
– Supplemental services must be offered.
– School choice is still offered.

• Years 3 & 4 of School Improvement:
– School choice and SES continue.
– More significant steps are taken to improve the school 

must be taken (which might include changing the 
curriculum, internal reorganization, decreased local 
control, replacing the principal and staff, etc.).
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When a Title I school is in Year 1 of School Improvement it must:
Develop a school improvement plan.
Offer parents school choice (I’ll be explaining this in a few minutes).
When a Title I school is in Year 2 of School Improvement it must:
Continue to offer school choice.
However, now it must also offer supplemental educational services (often referred to as SES) which includes services such as tutoring (I will also be explaining this in more detail a little later).
When a Title I school is in Years 3 & 4 of School Improvement it must:
Continue to offer school choice and SES.
At this stage, more significant steps must also be taken to improve the school (such as changing the curriculum, internal reorganization, decreased local control, replacing the principal and staff, etc.).

As you can see in each year of school improvement the consequences for the school become more severe.  A school can earn it’s way out of the School Improvement classification by meeting the AYP goal as set by the state (that is having the required percentage of students at the proficient level of above for that year).




Public School Choice
(Title I Schools)

• When a Title I school is in Year 1 (or later) of School 
Improvement, parents can request their children be 
transferred to a school within the same district that is 
not classified as “In Need of Improvement.”

• The school district must tell parents how and when to 
apply for the transfer.

• The parent must make the application for transfer.

• The school district must provide transportation to the 
new school (until the original school starts making 
AYP).

• Children from low income families who are most in 
need academically will be prioritized for available 
transfer slots.
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Let’s talk a little more about public school choice and how it is related to Schools in Need of Improvement.

When a Title I school is in Year 1 (or later) of School Improvement, parents can request their children be transferred to a school within the same district that is not classified as “In Need of Improvement.”�
The school district must tell parents how and when to apply for the transfer.  The parent must apply for the transfer as the district requires in order to be considered for the transfer.  

Since the number of transfer slots available at other schools in the district may be limited, transferring to another school is not guaranteed.   Children from low income families who are most in need academically will be prioritized for available transfer slots.  �
The school district must provide transportation to the new school (until the original school starts making AYP).  Children can remain at the new school after the original school starts making AYP if they wish.  It is just that transportation will no longer be provided.�  




Supplemental Educational Services (SES)
(Title I Schools)

• When a school reaches Year 2 of School Improvement it 
must provide Supplemental Educational Services (SES).

• SES are services such as tutoring that are provided outside 
of regular school hours. 

• They must be provided by a service provider (individuals, 
agencies, or companies) approved by the State.

• Parents must make the request, choose the approved 
provider, and provide transportation for their child.

• You may get a list of approved providers from your school or 
the Arkansas Department of Education website.

• Priority for these supplemental services is given to children 
from low-income families who are most in need 
academically.
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When a school reaches Year 2 of School Improvement it must also provide financial assistance for Supplemental Educational Services (SES).  SES are services such as tutoring that are provided to students outside of regular school hours.�
These services must be provided by a service provider (individuals, agencies, or companies) that is approved by the State.  This is to help insure that they use methods that are effective and that they base their instruction on state standards.  You may get a list of approved providers from your school or the Arkansas Department of Education website.

Parents must make the request for these services for their child.  Parents must provide the necessary transportation for these services.

Priority for these supplemental educational services is given to children from low-income families who are most in need academically.







Conclusion

• NCLB is difficult to understand.

• Summary of presentation
– NCLB requires states to set academic standards.
– NCLB requires states to test students at certain grade 

levels to determine what percentage of students are 
meeting these standards.  

• This information is provided to parents in report cards on 
their child’s school.

– The goal is to have 100% of students proficient in 
reading and math by 2014.

– If a school is not making required progress toward this 
goal there are consequences that may include such 
things as school choice and supplemental services.

• Handout
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Hopefully, you realize by now that “No Child Left Behind” is a major reform of our educational system.  It is very difficult to understand.  We have covered some of the major points in NCLB to make it a little clearer to you. �
Just to refresh your memory.  The major points we have covered include:
NCLB is an educational reform plan singed into law by President Bush in 2002.
NCLB requires states to set academic standards for different grade levels.
NCLB requires states to test students at certain grade levels to determine what percentage of students are meeting these standards.  This information is provided to parents in report cards on their child’s school.
The goal is to have 100% of students proficient in reading and math by 2014.
If a school is not making required progress toward this goal there are consequences that may include such things as school choice and supplemental services.

The handout provides an overview of this information.  Hopefully, it will help you further understand the parts of NCLB we have covered today.

Are there any questions?

Thank you all for coming!
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